[Travel advice and vaccinations in patients with chronic inflammatory diseases: the earlier, the better].
The number of patients with chronic inflammatory diseases who have been travelling to the tropics or subtropics has been rising. Use of immunomodulating drugs increases the risk for infectious diseases and may reduce seroprotection rates following vaccination. In addition, live vaccines, such as the yellow fever vaccine, are contra-indicated. Patients and their physicians are not always aware of the consequences of the use of immunomodulating drugs for travel and this may lead to undesirable situations, including last-minute cancellation of the trip. Informing and vaccinating patients early after the diagnosis of the inflammatory disease may prevent these undesirable situations.